
God says every morning,  
 “Do it again!” to the sun;  
And every evening,  
 “Do it again!” to the moon. 
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Do It Again! 
 

Have you ever noticed how children never tire of repeatedly doing the same thing?  When our children were 
young, I loved to give them horsie-back rides.  Getting down on all fours, I crawled around the living room, 
neighing like a horse and occasionally trying to buck them off.  After a few minutes, I was worn out and ready 
to head for the stables, but they always shouted, “Do it again, Daddy! Do it again!”   
 

G.K. Chesterton says children love repetition because 
they are more fully alive than adults.  Children love 
repetition “because they have abounding vitality [and] 
are in spirit fierce and free...  They always say, ‘Do it 
again’; and the grown-up person does it again until he is 
nearly dead. For grown-up people are not strong enough 
to exult in monotony.”   

 

Chesterton says our children’s delight can teach us the true nature of God’s creativity.  “Perhaps God,” like 
children, but unlike grownups, “is strong enough to exult in monotony.” According to Chesterton,  

 God “has the eternal appetite of infancy;  
for while we have sinned and grown old, our Father is younger than we.”  

 

 All daisies are alike not because of genetic programming, but because  
“God makes every daisy separately and has never got tired of making them.” 
 

 “God says every morning, ‘Do it again!’ to the sun;  
  and every evening, ‘Do it again!’ to the moon.”  
 

Traditionally, God has been regarded as the Great Designer (a rather dull and grownup idea, if I dare say so) 
who manufactured the universe so that everything runs like clockwork.  However, what if God is not a 
mechanic, but a playful and childlike artist?   
 

The doctrine of providence, which is the theological proposition Chesterton is examining, asks the question: 
“Is God still creatively involved with our world?”  Chesterton and the Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 27, both 
answer with a resounding “YES!”  To paraphrase the catechism, ala Chesterton, “Providence is the playful and 
ever present power of God by which God upholds heaven and earth and all creatures… In fact, all things come 
to us not by chance or necessity but by his delighted and loving hand.” 
 

When we see the world this way, we approach it with the wonder of a child.  The next time you see something 
of beauty—a flower, a rainbow, or perhaps a newborn child—I invite you to join me in exclaiming, “Do it 
again, God! Do it again!” 
 

In Christ’s love,  
 

Pastor Mike 


