
Discovering God’s Plan for Our Future 
 

 Back in February, the very first Sunday that we met each other, I preached on a text from 

Jeremiah 29:11: “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your good and not 

for your harm, to give you a future with hope.”  To help us remember this promise, I gave everyone in 

the church a card with this verse printed on it. 

I’d be curious to know how many of you still have that card.  Maybe you’ve got it tucked away 

in your Bible or your purse.  Maybe it’s in the glove compartment of your car or tacked to the bulletin 

board near your work desk.  Maybe you’ve got 

it taped to your bathroom mirror or on the 

window above the kitchen sink.  Or maybe, 

and I suspect that this is the case for many of 

us, you’ve lost it.   

That’s okay.  I have printed up a new 

batch and put them at the back of the 

sanctuary.  Please pick one up and put it 

somewhere where you will see it regularly.  

Whether you’ve kept the card or lost it, 

I hope that you haven’t forgotten the verse 

because it holds God’s promise for our future.  

I’ve taped my card to the door of the pastor’s 

study.  For the last two months, I have read it 

every time I unlock the door.  And for the past two months I have been asking myself what is God’s plan 

for our future.   

To answer that question, I’ve tried to learn as much as I could not only about United Reformed 

and its people, but also about the community where God has placed us.  I’ve visited with church 

members and gone to lunch with local pastors.  I’ve walked and driven through the neighborhood.  I 

gone to youth group and eaten with the women’s guild.  I’ve talked to leaders in our community and to 

leaders in our denomination.  I’ve surfed the web and read books.  I’ve done everything I can to get to 

know our congregation and our neighborhood. 

All the time I have been asking myself, “What is God’s vision for our future?  What is God 

asking us to do?”  Whenever I’ve gotten a new idea, I’ve written it in a little notebook that I keep.  So 

far I have filled about 20 pages.  I don’t think that God will ask us to do all the things I’ve written in that 

book, but I do believe that God is going to use this notebook and the consistory’s wisdom to help us 

discover his plans for our future.   

If we are going to discern God’s will for our future we will need to DREAM a lot, DISCUSS a lot 

and above all PRAY a lot.  At our last consistory meeting I gave each of the elders and deacons their 

own notebook in which they could jot down their ideas for our future.  In the front of the notebook I 

printed the following prayer: 
 

Lord, we believe you have a vision for our church. 

Give us eyes to see it, hearts to believe it, and hands to do it. 
 

I’ve asked them to join with me in praying this prayer every day at 12 noon.  It is my expectation that 

out of our prayers and discussion God will reveal his plans for our future.  But we need your help.  We 

need your ideas and your prayers.  And so I invite you to join with us in praying this prayer every day at 

noon.   

 

In Christ’s love, 

 

Pray for United Reformed 

Every Day at Noon 
 

Lord, we believe 

you have a vision for our church. 
 

Give us eyes to see it, 

hearts to believe it, 

and hands to do it. 
 

Pastor Mike and the Consistory are 

seeking to discern God’s vision for our 

future.  They invite you to join with them 

to pray this prayer every day at noon. 


