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A Party for All 
 

I read this story a couple of years ago and found it to be a wonderful illustration of God’s all inclusive 
love.  Unfortunately, I didn’t record the author’s name so I can’t give credit where credit is due.  Nevertheless, 
I hope you enjoy it as much as I did. 

When my friend's daughter, Lisa, got married, they wanted to invite their entire church, but 
budgetary constraints prohibited that. Instead, after the service, they had the local police block off 
the main street in downtown Waco, Texas. Guests danced in the streets and enjoyed refreshments 
from a Baskin Robbins ice cream cart. The gazebo in the park next to the theatre sheltered the 
wedding cake. 

Lisa's husband, Chris, had made friends with a number of 
homeless men who lived under a bridge. As a pastor, Chris 
had employed them for odd jobs at his church. "Coyote," the 
leader of his homeless friends, attended the wedding in his 
standard attire of jeans with holes in the knees, a scraggly 
beard, and unwashed hair. He organized his friends to clean 
up the streets after the wedding, then sat on the curb with a 
big smile and smoked a cigar. 

Another guest was Lisa's next-door African-American neighbor. The little girl loved to spend time 
with Lisa, and really wanted to come to her wedding. So the mother, the daughter, and the 
grandfather all came. The 70 year-old grandfather was soon the center of attraction as he went out 
on the street and danced to the music. Soon the college girls were vying to dance with him.  

As passersby strolled by and inquired about what was happening, they too were invited to the 
wedding. There were guests dressed in their nicest clothes alongside guests who wouldn't feel at 
home at a formal occasion. However they dressed, every person felt welcomed as an honored guest, 
just as God himself welcomes us to himself, and invites us to welcome each other. 

Jesus loved parties.  He worked his first miracle at a wedding party when he took ordinary water and 
turned it into extraordinary wine.  He regularly ate with tax collectors and sinners.  He compared the kingdom 
of God to a wedding feast. 

Jesus loved people even more than parties and welcomed everyone to his table—the homeless and the 
outcast, but also rich folks and upright churchgoers.  The only thing that he asked is that we extend the same 
welcome he gives to us to the other guests at the table.   

In Christ’s love,  

Pastor Mike 


