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Surrounded by a Great Cloud of Witnesses 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. 

And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus. 
Hebrews 12:1-2 

 

A year ago my brother, Brad, died unexpectedly of a heart attack.  Six months later my sister, Julie, died 
of a massive stroke. They were both only 61.   

This wasn’t the first time I had faced the death of a family member. 
Mom had been gone for 4 years and Dad for 10, so I should have been pre-
pared.  My siblings’ deaths, however, were disquieting in ways that my par-
ents’ hadn’t been. I had expected to lose my parents at some point, both 
because of their age and of their health.  I had given it much thought and 
prayer; I also made sure to speak with them frequently to make the most of 
our remaining time. When they died it was hard, but in some ways I was 
emotionally ready for it.   

However, I wasn’t prepared for my siblings’ deaths. I hadn’t given it 
any forethought; I had just assumed we had many more years to share with 
each other.  

After their deaths this verse in Hebrews—“we are surrounded by a great 
cloud of witnesses”—held a new and deeper significance for me.  I now real-
ize that my crowd of witnesses has grown much larger in the past few years.   

At this point in my life I have more of my birth family in heaven than I have on earth. My great-
grandparents, my grandparents, my mom and dad, my brother and sister—all these whom I have known 
throughout my life, all these whom I have loved and who have loved me, all these who have shaped my iden-
tity and formed my faith—all have finished their race.  Not counting the great-grandparents who died before 
I was born, there are 16 of my family in heaven and only three of us on earth. My sisters and I have quite the 
cheering section in heaven as we run the race before us. And that doesn’t even count the dear Christian 
friends who have gone before me. Just thinking of all of my family and friends fills my eyes with loving tears 
and my heart with hope. 

Surrounded by such a great cloud of witness, I want to throw off everything that hinders, and the sin 
that so easily entangles.  I want to finish well.  I want to love deeper. I want to pray more. I want to serve 
better. I want to live to the glory of God.  I can hear the cheering section from the bleachers of heaven 
shouting their encouragement, “You can do it! Keep going! Don’t stop! Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus!” 

 
In Christ’s love,  

Pastor Mike 



Name: Lorraine Sinski 
Nickname: Lori 
Children: Elizabeth, 30, Jillian, 29, and Emily 21 
Parents: Elizabeth and Andrew 

Siblings: 3 brothers and 2 sisters (Lorraine is the 

baby of the family!) 

Favorite Things 
 
Movie:  Gone With 
The Wind 
TV Show: NCIS 
Kind of Music: Soft Rock 
Hobbies: Arts and Crafts; I 
love photographs and would 
love to take the time to or-
ganize all of mine. 
Food: I love pretty much 
everything! 
Beverage: Iced Coffee 
When I have a day off the thing I most like to do: 
Sleep late and relaxing with a good book. 
  
My idea of a perfect vacation: a cruise to any-
where would be ideal! 
 
Favorite Childhood Memory: getting lost in 
McCrory’s department store. 

One of the best things that ever happened to me: 
was marrying the love of my life, Ted. 

One of the hardest things I ever had to face: Loos-
ing the love of my life when 
Ted passed away. 

Something that very few peo-
ple know about me is that I 
used to work at the Clifton 
theater as a candy girl and later as a cashier. 

If I had my dream job: I would love a job that re-
quired me to travel all over the world. 
 

People of United Reformed: Lorraine Sinski 
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Faith and Church Information 
 
Favorite Scripture: Romans 8 verses 38-39 
Favorite Hymn: Amazing Grace 
Favorite Praise Song:  Lamb of God  
 
How long have you been worshipping at United 
Reformed Church? Over 50 years on and off! 
 
Favorite URC memory: Being involved and active 
in the youth group as a teenager. 
 
What first brought you to United? My neighbor, 
Mrs. Stuart, brought me to church as a young child 
of about 7 or 8. 
 
The thing I most appreciate about United is the 
love and caring that we have for each other (and 
with each other) as well as the support during good 
and bad times. 
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People of United Reformed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who had the biggest influence in shaping your 
faith and why?  My youth group leaders helped 
show me the kind of person that I could be for God. 
 
The thing that God is teaching me right now Pa-
tience and being tolerant and loving to everyone. 
 
My biggest doubt or question about my faith is 
when I pray for someone or for a particular situa-
tion and it is not answered to my liking, I wonder 
why and if God really truly hears and answers pray-
ers?  
 
What difference has God made in your life? By 
helping me through the difficult times in my life as 
well as giving me more blessings than I can count.  
I’m learning to trust and rely on Him for everything.   

Here is a quick and easy craft that our resident 
crafter, Lorraine, would be proud of!   

Supplies: 
Smooth rocks 
Copper wire 

Needle nose pliers 
Acrylic paint 
Mod Podge 

 
1.  Paint your rock any color you would like and 
proceed to make small decorative patterns like 
stars, dots, dashes or stripes with contrasting paint. 
 
2.  To protect the paint add a layer of mod podge 
after the paint has fully dried. 
 
3.  Take your wire and wrap it around a pen or pen-
cil a few times. 
 
4.  Straighten the wire underneath the loops you 
just created. 
 
5.  Wrap the wire around the rock a few times to 
secure it.  That’s it!  Stick a photo into the loop and 
display a rock garden.   

Lorraine pictured with her 
daughters Elizabeth, Jillian, and 

Emily, and son in law, Matt. 
 

Opposite Page: Lorraine and 
Emily at Emily’s graduation. 

Craft Corner 
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Although it’s hard to believe, summer is ap-
proaching fast and that means several  things for 
the women’s ministries.  First, we’ll be doing a 
summer calendar again.  We’d love to encourage 
ALL of you to take one and count how many of 
each items there are in your house on the calen-
dar.  For instance, on one day it may say 2 cents 
for each box of jello.  So count up how many box-
es you have and multiply that by two and that’s 
how much you’ll put aside for that date.  We try 
to make it fun, so join us!!  50% of what we 
“earn” goes to missions, 30% to the church, and 
20% to our operating costs. 
 

Secondly, we’ve decided on the dates for our 
fundraisers next school year.  Please mark your 
calendar NOW and plan to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, Nov. 3, 2018   
Soup and Sandwich Luncheon with Bake Sale 
 
Friday, Dec. 7, 2018     
Women’s Christmas dinner (Open to ALL women 
of the church and their friends.  Cost will be an-
nounced in the fall-again catered by the Brown-
stone) 
 
Saturday, March 23, 2019     
Soup and Sandwich Luncheon 
 
Saturday, May 4, 2019   
Baked Potato Supper 
 
 
 

Blessing bags will also be available during Lent
-more on that to follow. 
 

At present, we are studying a video series by 
Sheila Walsh.  It’s so powerful!! Come join us-we 
meet on the second Tuesday of the month in the 
lounge.  We won’t meet during July and August, 
nor will we be meeting in January or February, as 
we’ve often had to cancel those winter meetings 
due to weather conditions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Nan-

cy C. at 973-472-3665 or by email
(nrj582@yahoo.com) and remember to add 
those important dates to your calendar. 
 
 

Women’s Ministries 
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Let’s spotlight our June Mission of 
the Month, Eastern Christian Chil-
dren’s Retreat.  

The Eastern Christian Children’s 
Retreat serves more than 110 individ-
uals with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities. Founded in the 
spirit of Christian love, the residential 
facility opened in December 1972. 
The Retreat expanded into the com-
munity in 1986 with the development 
of group homes, where residents en-
joy supervised supported living. In 
1992 the Retreat advanced its philos-
ophy of providing home-like settings 

for residents with 
the construction of 
on-site lodges.  

ECCR currently operates 13 fa-
cilities in Bergen and Passaic Coun-
ties.  A volunteer Board of Direc-
tors, elected from the community, 
governs Eastern Christian Children’s 
Retreat. 

The sincere desire of the found-
ers and the Board of Directors is 
that each resident have the oppor-
tunity to achieve personal growth 
and a meaningful life.  Such a life 
will be minister to our residents by 
a caring, skilled and 
dedicated staff and 
guided by our Chris-
tian calling and prin-
ciples. 

Moment for Mission 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

June 
1 Dave Egan 
1 Rich Rusconi 
4 Hank & Maureen Hafelfinger 
6 Cassie Egan 
8 Nancy Cooper 
12 Stan Dunitz Sr. 
12 Jerry Declet Jr. 
13 Lexie Hartman 
15 Gloria Bernstein 
16 Jillian Hagberg 
16 Rebecca Hafelfinger 
18 Earl Kelchner 
18 Beverly Magdziak 
19 Dave Bruinooge 
26 Ben Robert DiCaterino 
 

July 
3 Connor Patrick Egan 
6 Dennis Richert 
7 Matthew Short 
7 Hank Hafelfinger 
9 Cheryl & Jim Palmer 
11 Jim Palmer 
12 Sherry & Pastor Mike Weber 
18 Alex Berberich 
20 Jan Zipf 
21 Ann Flaming 
22 Elizabeth Barratini 
28 Justyna Egan 
30 Roy Parcells  
 
 
 

We’re on Facebook!  
 

Become a fan of  

“United Reformed 
Church of Clifton” 

 

and be sure to share the 
page with your friends 



Congratulations to all of our graduates!   
 
 Emily Sinski graduated from The College of 

New Jersey with a BSN (Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing) 

 
 Jillian Hagberg graduated from Rider Universi-

ty with a BA (Bachelor of Arts in Education) 
 
 Alex Berberich graduated with a Master of Sci-

ence in Educational Technology from Ramapo 
College  

 
 Elizabeth Barattini graduated from Keene Uni-

versity with a BA (Bachelor of Arts in Commu-
nications and Psychology) 

 

 

Wherever you 

go, go with all 

your heart. 
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The adult Sunday School class meets during the 
fall and resumes in the latter part of the winter.  
We continue to view videos from the series, “That 
the World May Know” by Ray Vander Laan.  This 
series helps us to learn about the history, society, 
and cultures of Bible times.  At present we are stud-
ying the beginning of the Church in Asia Minor. 
 

Did you know that Paul may have taken the 
name of his first convert, a Roman governor, Ser-
gius Paulus, after Sergius Paulus was converted on 
the isle of Cyprus?  It’s thought this occurred so 
Paul might be better accepted in the Roman world 
with a “Roman” name. 
 

Depending on my vacations in the fall, the class 
will start up sometime in September at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday mornings in the lounge.  The next copy of 
the newsletter will list which videos we’ll be watch-
ing next and when we’ll be meeting. 
 

Sometime during the fall, 
we’re going to be looking at 
two videos that we first 
viewed about 15 years ago.  
One video explains the 
different parts of the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem.  The other video explains how Je-
rusalem looked in Jesus’ time, who lived where, 
and other sites mentioned in the Bible.  We found 
these two videos to be extremely helpful in better 
understanding the Jerusalem that Jesus knew.  I’ll 
put special notices in the bulletin when we’re going 
to view these, and I hope some of you will join for 
at least these two videos. 

Congratulations Graduates! Adult Education 



Sunday School finishes on Sunday, 
May 27. Children's Day will be cele-
brated on Sunday, June 10, during the 
worship service. On that day we will 
recognize both students and teach-
ers, so please be in attendance. 
Thank you to all for your support and 
prayers! 
 

I'd like to wish a very happy birth-
day to Amy and Andrew Zarebczan 
(5/30) and to Ben DiCaterino (6/26). 
May God bless you with 
happiness and good health, 
and may you follow Him all 
of your days. 
 

Don’t forget to get prepared for 
Vacation Bible School this summer!  
We will be hosting Shipwrecked: Res-
cued by Jesus July 30th-August 3rd 
for ages 4 
through 8th 
grade.  Enroll-
ment forms 
will be in the 
bulletin or 
simply reach 
out to the 
church office.  

 
Summer is almost here, warm 

weather, longer days, vacations, pic-
nics and family gatherings. That 
makes me think of a classic children's 
poem, a reminder of conversations 
that took place in my own home with 
my children, and I'm sure, in many of 
your homes too. Enjoy! 

 
 

Education Update 
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Consistory  
Members: 

Elders: Marilyn 
Short, Tracy Hag-
berg, Nancy Tanis 

 
 

Deacons: Dave 
Bruinooge, Wendy 
Relyea, Lorraine 

Memorial Flowers 

Flowers may be placed at the altar 
in church in memory of or in honor 
of a loved one.  A flower chart is lo-
cated at the back of the sanctuary or 
you may fill out this form and return 
it to the church office one week in 
advance of the date you wish to re-
serve.  The cost is $27 ($20 for the 
flowers and a delivery charge of 
$7).  
  
Name:     
Phone:     
Date:     
In Memory Of:   
    
    
  
  

 

 



It’s been so nice to see a few more of the con-
gregation taking up my challenge to order at least 
one gift card (scrip) each month!  Any profit goes to 
the church, so let’s get ordering!! 
 

Orders will be placed on June 3, June 17, July 1, 
July 15, July 29, Aug.12, and Aug. 26.  Even if I’m 
not around, Kim R. will be placing orders on those 
dates or on the Tuesday of that week.  Remember 
that all local grocery stores, except Aldi’s, offer gift 
cards, as do all the chain drugstores and chain res-
taurants (Burger King, Chili’s, Outback, Red Lobster, 
Smashburger, Chipotle, and lots more-MacDonald’s 
is the only one I can think of that doesn’t offer a gift 
card through our program). 
 

If you’re not sure what I’m talking about, please 
ask me any questions you might have after church, 
email me at nrj582@yahoo.com, or call me at 973-

472-3665.  When 
we purchase gift 
cards, that  mon-
ey goes to help 
the church pay 
bills.  

 
 

 
Save the Date!   

Sunday June 3’rd is 
your next chance to get 

gift cards for the 
brands you love while 

helping our church.   
It’s a win-win!! 

Kim’s Lemon Fusilli Pasta 
Try out this perfect pasta for a quick and easy 

summer meal; the bright lemon, spicy pepper and 
the creamy ricotta make a light and delicious sup-
per that looks as good as it tastes! 

 
Ingredients: 
8 oz fusilli pasta 
15 oz. ricotta cheese 
1 TBSP butter 
1 large lemon 
Salt and pepper 
 
Bring water to a boil to cook the pasta; in the 

meantime make the sauce by combining the juice 
and zest of the lemon, butter, ricotta and salt and 
pepper.  Save 1/3-1/2 of the starchy salted pasta 
water and whisk it 
into the mixture 
creating a smooth, 
creamy sauce.  
Serve with loads 
of parmesan 
cheese! 

 
 

 
 

 
Ideas, articles, big news, contributions?  

Feel free to share with The Light!!  If 
there is something you’d like to see, 

reach out to Kim in the church office. 
urc352@verizon.net or (973) 365-1666 

Scrip Update by Nancy Cooper Summer Recipe Corner 

mailto:nrj582@yahoo.com


United Reformed Fellowship  
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Welcome summer!  After a cool 

and snowy spring, it’s nice to finally 

get outside in the warmth and sun.  

With summer on the horizon we will 

be preparing for our church (indoor) 

picnic/worship service, which has 

been a yearly success!  Last year we 

had music, worship, hot dogs, ham-

burgers, and an epic water balloon 

fight—what will we do this year?!  

Stay tuned!  The date will be Sunday 

July 15th so plan accordingly! 

 The Fellowship Committee orga-

nized a great potluck supper and 

Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday.  

The kids had a great time gathering 

surprise eggs while the adults got a 

chance to have fellowship and con-

versations with one another and 

share in the variety of delicious dish-

es.  It’s always a blessing to be to-

gether.    

Looking to  
Volunteer?  

 
Check out the  

Honey-Do List 
 

Located in the  
1st St. Lobby 

 

 
Committee Assignments 

 
Outreach: Tracy Hagberg 
Property: Pastor Mike 

Worship: Nancy Tanis 
and Tracy Hagberg 

Fellowship: Marilyn Short 
Mission: Wendy Relyea 
Finance: Dave Bruinooge 
Education: Lorraine Sinski 
 

 

On April 29th we shared a lovely 

going away party for Dave and Cheryl 

Egan to celebrate their move; thank 

you so much to Nancy Tanis, Lorraine 

Sinski, and Tracy Hagberg for being the 

party planning committee; it was truly 

a wonderful way to send off our dear 

friends on their new adventure.  On 

the following pages, you will see a vis-

ual story of that day with photos high-

lighting the party. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The special day was shared with 

the Williams/Hill family as Kaitlynn and 

James baptized their twins, Robert and 

James.  Family and friends celebrated 

the babies (and  a surprise engage-

ment!).  What a memorable day for 

everyone at United Reformed. Enjoy 

the photos! 
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The Farewell Party for 
Dave and Cheryl Egan 

 
Left and Below: Pastor 
Mike offers well wishes 

 
Below: party time with 

great friends! 
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Double Baptism: Kaitlynn Williams and 
James Hill baptize twins Robert Joseph and 
James Ryan 
 
Right: Big sister, Elizabeth, assists 
 

Above:  The Williams/Hill Family and God-
parents 
 
Right: Goodies to celebrate our guests of 
honor. Yum! 
 



United Reformed Church  
352 Clifton Ave 

Clifton, NJ  
(973) 365-1666 

 
Worship - 10:30 am Sunday School - 9:30 am 

 
 


